Golden Goa
for those times, for it lasted only an hour. Among the Provincial's
points was a comparison of the Inquisition with Noah's Ark
'between which yet he found this difference that the Animals.,
which entered into the Ark, went out again after the Deluge,
invested with the same Nature which they had when they
entered it, but that the Inquisition had the admirable property to
change in such sort those who are shut up in it, that in coming out
we see those to be Lambs who when they entered it had the
cruelty of Wolves.7 This was hardly a correct description of his
case, thought Del1 on, who had been as mild, if as foolish, as a lamb
from the beginning.
The sermon being finished, two clerks of the Holy Office
entered the pulpit and began to read in turn the judgements
passed upon the prisoners. During the reading, the head gaoler
led each man into the centre of the aisle, to stand with a lighted
taper in his hand. In due course Dellon was called. He heard the
clerk read a summary of the allegations, his remarks about bap-
tism, images, and the Inquisition, all of which he had made argu-
mentatively, carelessly, for he was an ingenuous, talkative fellow.
But it was held he had spoken with deliberate malice. For these
crimes he was declared excommunicated, his goods were confis-
cated, and himself condemned to five yeegrs in the galleys, the
sentence to be served, not in Goa, but in Lisbon.
How monstrous this sentence was he did not fully realize at the
moment, so relieved was he to have escaped the state or further
imprisonment in the Santa Casa. To be a galley-slave seemed to
him almost a happy prospect, for no matter what his treatment he
would be out of the hands of the Church.
When the sentence had been pronounced he was taken to the
altar, at the foot of which was a missal, whereon he was ordered
to make a confession of faith after a clerk, who read it from a
breviary. He then returned to his place and listened while the rest
of the judgements were pronounced. As there were two hundred
this took all day. After a while he noticed that the congregation
was eating and, remembering that he too had food in his pocket^
made a meal with good appetite.
At last the reading of the judgements came to an end, that is of
those relating to the penitents who had walked in front of the
crucifix. Their punishments had been various, but none were sent
to death, not even those with the flaming caps of sorcerers* Judge-
ment upon the two who had been behind the crucifix was re-
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